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Increasing Interest in Philippines Problem 
Prompts Action by Congress at Next Session 



Washington despatches tell of the in- 
terest aroused in the Capital by increas- 
ing discussion of Philippine affairs. 
Complying with recommendations made 
by Governor General Wood, Congres- 
sional leaders have decided to defer ac- 
tion on the Islands until next session. 

The series of articles written by 
Katherine Mayo, "Isles of Fear," and 
published by several leading newspa- 
pers in Eastern cities, are considered 
among the valued contributions to an 
understanding of the Philippines prob- 
lem. The White House, the War De- 
partment, representatives of business in- 
terests and leaders of the two houses 
of Congress concede the informative 
value of the articles. 

Forecasts by those in closest touch 
with the situation have it that Congress 
will define its attitude at the next ses- 
sion. Following are the reasons as- 
signed for deferring action until then: 

(1) This Government has the very 
best reason for knowing that the Fili- 
pino people have not advanced sufficient- 
ly toward capable self-government, and 
are themselves divided in opinion re- 
garding the wisdom of such a step. 

(2) It is the desire of this Govern- 
ment to refrain from projecting into 
present Philippine conditions a subject 
of such controversial potentialities 
pending the elections of provincial and 
legislative officials to be held in June 
next. 

( 3 ) The desire of President Coolidge, 
his executive advisers and Congressional 
leaders to discourage agitation of the 
Philippines problem at the present short 
session of Congress, which is to end 
within eight w T eeks. 

(4) The decision of officials of this 



ISIiANDS LEAD WORLD IN 
COCONUT PRODUCTION 



The Philippines lead the world 
In coconut production, furnish one- jfc 
third of the world's supply of ^ 
copra and stand seventh In total *£ 
tobacco output, according to the ]£ 
latest figures. 

Of all the products of the Islands 
the coconut has the most uses. 
Prom it is obtained the material 
of three of the most important 
5C Philippine industries, copra, coco- £ 
nut oil, and the desiccated coconut jfr 
industry. The combined export -i* 
value of these products, in 1923, $! 
amounted to $35,115,978. 
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Government to withhold consideration 
of all features of the Philippines prob- 
lem until General Wood decides the 
time has come to approach a more 
definite policy and is free to return and 
give Congress the benefit of his vast 
experience and sound judgment. 

(5) The belief of the officials of this 
Government that General Wood is quite 
capable of solving problems of immedi- 
ate importance and applying success- 
fully the policy of protecting the in- 
terests of the helpless peoples in the 
Islands and in carrying out the Ameri- 
can program. 

The belief is gaining credence in offi- 
cial circles and throughout the country 
that most of the undesirable features of 
Philippine administration, which Gov- 
ernor Wood is clearing up, are due to 
the gross misrepresentation of the 
American Government's Philippine 
policy by native politicians. 



World Trade Prospers 

Philippines Under 

IL S* Sovereignty 

A review of the foreign trade of the 
Philippines by the Manila Harbor Board 
shows that during the period of Ameri- 
can sovereignty over the Philippine 
Islands the growth of the import and 
export commerce of the Islands has been 
phenomenal. 

Two generations ago, the Philippines 
were almost unknown commercially In 
the great trade centers of the world, ac- 
cording to the Harbor Board's report. 
The volume and value of the Islands' 
import and export trade was then so 
small as to be negligible. Even the 
rich agricultural and industrial possi- 
bilities of the Islands were quite unap- 
preciated by Occidental peoples prior to 
the present generation. 

The Manila Daily Bulletin says that 
the Philippines have become a very real 
and considerable factor in world trade 
in the short period of a generation. 
From a total volume of foreign com- 
merce valued at only five million dol- 
lars, the import and export trade with 
foreign countries has grown to date to 
nearly two hundred and fifty million" 
annually. 

As to shipping activities, the report 
says that a thousand steamships now ar- 
rive each year from foreign ports, bring- 
ing articles of foreign manufacture for 
Philippine consumption to the value of 
one hundred million dollars. These ves- 
sels carry away great cargoes of hemp, 
sugar, copra, coconut oil, tobacco and 
other products of the Islands to the 
value of one hundred and twenty-Are 
million dollars annually. 

Despite the growth of commerce, the 
report points out, the development of 
(Continued on page B) 
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Capital is Important 

Factor in Promoting 

Islands' Future 

Discussing the question of foreign 
capital in the Philippine Islands, the 
''Christian Science Monitor" quotes 
Newton Gilbert, former Vice-Governor 
General of the Islands, to the effect that, 
next to a quieting down of internal fac- 
tionalism, capital is the one thing the 
Philippines most require. 

Last spring it was reported that pri- 
vate investment was at a standstill in 
these South Pacific isles, either on the 
part of American and other outside capi- 
talists, or of wealthy residents, natives, 
Spanish, or Chinese, says the "Monitor." 
Investments from the States were then 
estimated at $165,000,000, a figure 
often quoted of late as definite proof of 
the confidence of investors from the con- 
trolling country, since in 1909 the 
smaller total stood at about $75,000,000. 
There is, however, another and perhaps 
more informing way of looking at this, 
which is to compare the valuation of 
American interests there with what has 
been placed in Canada, Mexico and the 
West Indies. These figures are $2,500,- 
000,000 for Canada, $1,022,000,000 for 
Mexico, $1,360,000,000 for Cuba, and 
$148,000,000 for the Caribbean lands 
exclusive of the Lone Star Republic. 

The "Monitor" finds that "foreign 
capital in general and that of the United 
States in particular, seems to be show- 
ing itself unwilling further to enter the 
Philippines in the expectation of an 
early withdrawal of the United States 
authority — and this while all competent 
observers are agreeing that an urgent 
need for such capital exists through- 
out the archipelago." 



Watch Out, Chicago! 

Here Are Rivals in 

Hams and Bacon 

The manufacture of hams and bacon 
in the Philippine Islands, according to 
the Philippine Bureau of Commerce and 
Industry, has possibilities which are lit- 
tle realized. Statistics of 1922 show 
that the Islands ranked fifth among the 
swine producing countries of the world 
with a total of 5,200,000 head. Eng- 
land, it is pointed out, had only 3,495,- 
000 hogs in 1923. 

"With the big number of hogs pro- 
duced locally," declared an official of 
the bureau, "there is no need of im- 
porting hams and bacon from abroad. 
There seems to be a lack of knowledge 
and interest among our business men in 
this matter. If they would only investi- 
gate local conditions, they would find 
that this industry has a great future in 
the Philippines." 



BE UNAFRAID TO WORK! 

Calling upon his countrymen not to 
be ashamed to work, Pedro A. Ramil of 
the National University, in a recent 
article published in the Philippines 
"Herald," said: 

"Nowaday 3, I observe the most of our 
students, boys and girls alike, mistak- 
ing the real mission of their education, 
become more and more lazy. They 
think that by working their standing 
will suffer. They do not even help their 
parents at home. The young men are 
ashamed to work, especially if they are 
seen by young women who have the same 
weakness, too." 



Provincial Banks Arc 

Proposed in Plans of 

Reorganization 

Following the rehabilitating measure 
of the Philippine national bank, recent- 
ly passed by the legislature, it is pro- 
posed that provincial banks be opened in 
several of the provinces. 

Sponsors of the plan say it seems ad- 
visable, in the reorganizing of the na- 
tional bank, to close its branches and 
agencies in the provinces and thus per- 
mit the growth of the smaller institu- 
tions. As it would probably become the 
depository of these smaller banks, the 
national bank will thereby lose no busi- 
ness, it is argued. 

Arrangements are now being made to 
transfer the funds of the postal savings 
hanks, amounting to about $750,000, to 
the national bank and this is considered 
a good example of what would happen if 
the provincial banks are opened. It is 
hoped by its sponsors that a sound and 
efficient hanking system may be estab- 
lished and that the national bank may 
help the provincial banks grow and de- 
velop provincial trade while the latter 
increase the volume of business con- 
verging on Manila. 



According to latest reports, about 900 
students of the University of the Philip- 
pines, or about 17 per cent of the total 
enrollment, were dropped at the end of 
the first semester for failure to measure 
up to the requirements of the institu- 
tion. 



Uncle Sam Will Keep 

Faith in Support of 

Insular Bonds 

That the United States Government 
wlil stand behind the last issue of 
$1,500,000 Philippine insular Irrigation 
and public works bonds is assured by 
the U. S. Attorney General in an opinion 
given out on the occasion. 

This issue and sale of bonds, says the 
Attorney General, is authorized ex- 
plicitly by the national power and, while 
in the strict and legal sense, the faith 
of the United States of Americans not 
pledged as a guaranty for the payment 
of the loan, or for the due use of the 
proceeds, or the observance of the sink- 
ing fund requirements, the entire trans- 
action is to be negotiated under the aus- 
pices of the United States of America, 
and by its recognition and aid. There 
can be no doubt, therefore, that the 
national power will take the necessary 
steps in all contingencies to protect the 
purchasers in good faith of these 
securities. 

World Trade Prospers 

Philippines Under 

U* S* Sovereignty 

(Continued from page 1) 
the natural resources of the Philippine 
Islands has but just commenced. Of 
the 115,000 square miles of land, the 
greater portion of which is rich agri- 
culturally, only a small portion is now 
under cultivation. Immense forests of 
the finest hard and soft woods, rela- 
tively speaking, are untouched. Coal 
and other minerals known to exist in 
vast quantities are now being mined 
only on a small scale. Conservative 
estimates of the developed resources of 
the Islands indicated that not more than 
15 per cent of the possible development 
has been realized. 

The tremendous growth of the for- # 
eign import and export commerce of the 
Philippine Islands beginning with the 
year 1855 up to the present time, shows 
a great awakening of the inhabitants 
of the Philippines from a condition of 
lethargy and unproductiveness to one of 
energy and productiveness, the report 
further says. This further shows that 
the people of these Islands have become 
a real and potential factor in the con- 
sumption of the products and manufac- 
tures cf foreign countries, and in the 
production of raw products and manu- 
factured articles which are vital to the 
necessities and well-being of the people 
of every foreign land. 



